EMIHS 5-minute Lineup Drill

Criteria:
(as defined by the Maryland
Medical Protocol)

Unresponsive, Pulseless and
Apneic

BLS clinicians may pronounce:

* Decapitation

* Rigor Mortis

* Decomposition

* Dependent Lividity

* May “black tag” pulseless
apneic patient in MCI (ALS
must confirm asystole
later)

ALS clinicians may pronounce:

Pronouncement of Death
What to do about it:

Resuscitation
started?

No

Do not start
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Criteria you should terminate

Any time you discover that
the patient meets the
Pronouncement of Death

resuscitation efforts

v

Pronounce Death
Compassionate care for
family and deceased
Follow the MCFRS “Care
after Pronouncement of
Death” policy

Remember:

No consult required
Applies to patients of any
age including infants
Rigor mortis meets
criteria even when subtle
and limited to jaw or
fingers

Cardiac arrest patients do
not have “clenched jaws”;
they have rigor mortis.
(unless you are seeing
wakefulness from good
CPR which is entirely
different)



https://www.miemss.org/home/Portals/0/Docs/Guidelines_Protocols/MD-Medical-Protocols-2021-Mobile-20210601.pdf?ver=2021-06-17-145727-113#page=68
https://www.miemss.org/home/Portals/0/Docs/Guidelines_Protocols/MD-Medical-Protocols-2021-Mobile-20210601.pdf?ver=2021-06-17-145727-113#page=61
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/frs-ql/Resources/Files/swsj/policyprocedures/ops/Care_After_PronouncementofDeath%20090315.pdf

